S53RD ANNUAL COMMEMORATION

MERCHANT NAVY MEMORIAL &
COLUMBARIUM
ROOKWOOD NECROPOLIS, SYDNEY

IN THE PRESENCE OF HIS EXCELLENCY GENERAL THE HONOURABLE DAVID HURLEY AC DSC (RET’D),
GOVERNOR OF NEW SOUTH WALES AND MRS LINDA HURLEY

COORDINATED BY BOARD OF THE MERCHANT NAVY WAR MEMORIAL FUND LTD (MNWMF)

_‘~ P

Portrait of The Late Mr. Joseph Ernest Miller by Evert Ploeg
3rd July, 1913 - 20th March, 2017

Survivor from sinking of S.S. Coast Farmer on 20th July. 1942.

Life Member of The Merchant Navy Association (MNA)

Sunday 9th April, 2017
Within the Merchant Navy Memorial Garden
1030 for Commencement at 1100 hours

Followed by refreshments within the Memorial Garden



Music Program
The Bankstown City Band

Music Director Mr Ken Bradley
Accompanied by Mr. Garry Marks Treasurer & Librarian
Leading us all in singing, Mrs Finola McMahon
Officiating Clergy

Mpr. John Kewa, Lay Chaplain
The Mission to Seafarers (MTS), Port Kembla

VICE REGAL SALUTE

WELCOME & OPENING by MC
David Field, raicp, Chairman
The Merchant Navy War Memorial Fund Ltd (MNWMF)

God Save The Queen — The Royal Anthem

God save our gracious Queen
Long live our noble Queen
God save the Queen

Send her victorious

Happy and glorious

Long to reign over us

God save the Queen

Hymn / Psalm 46: God is our Strength and Refuge
Tune: The Dambusters March
(Composer Eric Coates, 1886-1958)

1. God is our strength and refuge 3. Come, see the works of our Maker
our present help in trouble; learn of His deeds all powerful;
and we therefore will not fear wars can cease across the world
though the earth should change! when He shatters the spear!
Though mountains shake and tremble Be still and know your Creator,
though swirling floods are raging uplift Him in the nations -

God the Lord of Hosts God the Lord of Hosts
is with us ever more. is with us evermore!

2. There is a flowing river
within God’s holy city;
God is in the midst of her -
she shall not be moved!
God’s help is swiftly given,
thrones vanish at His presence -
God the Lord of Hosts
is with us evermore!

First Reading: Gospel according to Matthew 8:23-27

Mrs. Pauline Case, Daughter of the Late Joseph (Joe) Ernest Miller, WWII Veteran
3/7/1913 - 20/3/2017

* Joe's other Daughter is Ms. Josephine Miller
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Hymn: From All Around the World
Tune: Anchors Aweigh

1. From all around the world 3. Some sail across the sea
From sea to sea Toiling each day
We praise our Mighty God They see what God can do amid
Who gives us strength to fight for victory. The Ocean’s stormy spray, for
People from every shore He calms the raging storm,
Bring Him their praise; Saves them from harm
Lord of the Ocean’s roar He brings them safe to shore
Until the end (‘til the end of) days. And to a haven (to a haven) calm.

2. God brings us victory
God, Three in One;
The whole world stands in awe
Of the mighty things that He’s done
His deeds bring shouts of joy
From Land and Sea;
Our faults defeat us, but
Our God can make us (He can make us) free

Second Reading: from the prophet Isaiah 43:1-3

Mpr. Paddy Crumlin, Son-in-law of Rex, on behalf of Rex's Daughters, Gail Crumlin,
Mprs. Ruth Panter and Mrs Karen Lower, who are all with us today.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND THANKSGIVING

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven
hallowed be thy name

Thy Kingdom come

Thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen



INTRODUCTION OF GUEST OF HONOUR

Captain lain Steverson - Immediate Past Newcastle Branch Master,
The Company of Master Mariners of Australia (CMMA)

Guest of Honour & Delivering the
2017 Address

His Excellency General The Honourable David Hurley
AC DSC (Ret’d), 38th Governor of New South Wales.

Prior to his appointment in October 2014 as Governor, His Excellency served
for 42 years in the Australian Army, concluding his service as the Chief of the
Defence Force. His Excellency was appointed a Companion within the Order
of Australia in 2010 for eminent service to the Australian Defence Force, and
had been awarded the Distinguished Service Cross for his leadership during
Operation SOLACE in Somalia in 1993.

His Excellency is accompanied by his wife Linda and they have three adult
children: Caitlin, Marcus and Amelia. He has a wide range of interests in the
arts and in sport.

Hymn of Her Majesty’s Armed Forces
Eternal Father, Strong to Save

Words: William Whiting, Winchester, England 1860
Tune: ‘Melita’ John B. Dykes 1861

1. Eternal Father, strong to save, 3. O Holy Spirit! Who didst brood
whose arm hath bound the restless wave, Upon the waters dark and rude,
who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep and bid their angry tumult cease,
Its own appointed limits keep; and give, for wild confusion, peace;
Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee, Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee,
For those in peril on the sea! For those in peril on the sea!

2. O Christ! Whose voice the waters heard 4. O Trinity of love and power!

And hushed their raging at Thy Word, our brethren shield in danger’s hour;
Who walkest on the foaming deep, from rock and tempest, fire and foe,
And calm amidst the storm didst sleep; protect us whereso’er they go;

Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee, thus evermore shall rise to Thee

For those in peril on the sea! glad hymns of praise from land and sea.



ACT OF REMEMBRANCE
MEMORIAL PRAYER

Ode - Mr. Don Kennedy
* President Merchant Navy RSL Sub Branch
* Veterans Advisor to the Merchant Navy War Memorial Fund Board (MNWMF)

They have no grave but the cruel sea;
No flowers lay at their head;
A rusting hulk is their tombstone, afast on the ocean bed.

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning;

We will remember them.

All say: We will remember them
Mr. Don Kennedy: Lest we forget
All say: Lest we forget

THE LAST POST

(In military tradition, the Last Post is the bugle call that signifies the end of the day s activities. It is also sounded
at military funerals to indicate that the soldier has gone to his final rest and at commemorative services)

ONE MINUTE’ S SILENCE - a sign of respect and a time for reflection, concluding
with 8 bells.

(Signaling the conclusion of the one minute’s silence, 8 Bells will toll which is recognised on board ships as
‘the end of watch’ but is also a way of saying, a Sailors or Merchant Mariners own watch is over...a nautical
euphemism for “finished”. The MNWMF thanks the Bankstown City Band for arranging the 8 Bells)

ROUSE

(After the one minute's silence and 8 bells, flags are raised from half mast to the masthead as the Rouse is
sounded. Today it is associated with the Last Post at all military funerals, and at services of dedication and
remembrance)

LAYING OF WREATHS

Introductions by: MC David Field - Chairman Merchant Navy War Memorial Fund Board

Co-Ordination of Wreaths to be laid: Sean Barrett RNZN (Rtd), Director The Merchant
Navy War Memorial Fund, Merrill Barker, Secretary, Merchant Navy RSL Sub Branch & Stan
Moriarty, Secretary, The Merchant Navy War Memorial Fund

DEDICATION OF NEW MEMORIAL PLAQUES

Hymn — Amazing Grace
Words: English Poet & Clergyman John Newton (1725-1807)

1. Amazing grace! how sweet the sound, 5. When we’ve been there ten thousand years,

That saved a wretch like me! Bright shining as the sun,
I once was lost, but now am found, We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
Was blind, but now I see. Than when we’d first begun.

3. Thru many dangers, toils, and snares,
I have already come;
‘Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home.



The Australian National Anthem

Australians all let us rejoice Of beauty rich and rare;

For we are young and free; In history’s page, let every stage
We’ve golden soil and wealth for toil; Advance Australia Fair.

Our home is girt by sea; In joyful strains then let us sing
Our land abounds in nature’s gifts Advance Australia Fair.

FINAL PRAYER AND BENEDICTION

CLOSING COMMENTS AND VOTE OF THANKS

REFRESHMENTS WITHIN THE MEMORIAL GARDEN

Jointly hosted by Rookwood General Cemeteries Reserve Trust (RGCRT)
and

The Merchant Navy War Memorial Fund Ltd (MNWMF)

The Late (25/12/2015) Mr. Bernard (Bernie) O Brien WWII Veteran, Survivor of the sinking of the
S.S. Fingal, on 5th May 1943 and The Late (20/3/2017) Mr. Joseph (Joe) Ernest Miller,
survivor of the sinking of the S.S. Coast Farmer on 21st July 1942, are assisted back to their seats
by MNA NSW President Geoff Walls & Katrina Titheradge, a former highly respected member of our
Annual Canberra Commemoration.

Bernie & Joe had laid a Wreath at the 2013 Canberra Commemoration,
in honour of their shipmates lost in wartime.
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IN MEMORY OF THOSE WHO HAVE CROSSED THE BAR

(Since those recorded in the 2015 Order of Commemoration)
Sunset and evening star, Twilight and evening bell,
And one clear call for me! And after that the dark!
And may there be no moaning of the bar, And may there be no sadness of farewell,
When I put out to sea, ‘When I embark;

But such a tide as moving seems asleep, For tho’ from out our bourne of Time and Place
Too full for sound and foam, The flood may bear me far,

When that which drew from out the boundless deep I hope to see my Pilot face to face

Turns again home. ‘When I have crost the bar.

Poem By Alfred, Lord Tennyson 1889, Poet Laureate
















Message from Board of Directors Merchant Navy War Memorial Fund Ltd (MNWMF)

* David Field, FAICD, Chairman - 02 9907 8345 - 0414 900 393 Suite 12¢, 44 Oxford Road

* Captain Ted Van Bronswijk, Director PO Box 818, Ingleburn NSW 1890

* Peter Sinclair AM, CSC, RAN (Rtd) Director Telephone: (02) 9605 1344

* Mr. Sean Barrett, Director Facsimile:  (02) 9605 1365

* Stan Moriarty, Company Secretary Email: secretary@mnwmf.com.au

Veterans Advisor to Board
* Mr. Don Kennedy, President
Merchant Navy RSL Sub-Branch

OBJECTIVES OF THE MERCHANT NAVY WAR MEMORIAL
FUND (MNWMF) BOARD

ENSURING THAT THE MERCHANT NAVY
‘ATITLE EMBLAZONED IN BATTLE AND HONORED IN FREEDOM’
CONTINUES TO BE BETTER RECOGNISED AS AN IMPORTANT PART
OF AUSTRALIAN MARITIME HISTORY AND SOCIAL CULTURE.’

* HONOURING THE MEMORY OF MERCHANT MARINERS WHO GAVE
THEIR LIVES IN SERVICE TO THEIR COUNTRY IN WWI & WWII

* GIVING THANKS FOR THOSE THAT WERE ABLE TO RETURN TO THEIR FAMILIES

* HONOURING THOSE MERCHANT MARINERS WHO SERVED DURING WORLD WWI & WWII VIA
“THE MERCHANT NAVY WAR MEMORIAL FUND SCHOLARSHIP”
AT THE AUSTRALIAN MARITIME COLLEGE, LAUNCESTON, TASMANIA

* ACCEPTING THE RESPONSIBILITY OF OUR GENERATION
TO ENSURE THE CONTINUED RECOGNITION
OF THEIR SACRIFICES AND SERVICE IN THE YEARS AHEAD

* ACCEPTING THE IMPORTANCE OF ENCOURAGING THE NEXT GENERATION, TO TAKE UP OUR
PASSION, AND THAT OF OUR PREDECESSORS, SO AS TO ENSURE THAT FUTURE RECOGNITION IS AS
SECURE AS THE PAST AND THE PRESENT

* ENSURING THE ONGOING VIABILITY & VITALITY OF THE
ANNUAL COMMEMORATIONS AT THE NATIONAL MERCHANT NAVY WAR MEMORIAL,
KINGS PARK, CANBERRA, ACT & ROOKWOOD, NSW

* SUPPORTING OTHER MERCHANT NAVY WAR MEMORIALS THROUGHOUT AUSTRALIA
* ENCOURAGE AND ASSIST THE IMPORTANCE OF INCREASING MEMBERSHIP WITHIN THE
# THE MERCHANT NAVY ASSOCIATION (MNA)

# THE COMPANY OF MASTER MARINERS OF AUSTRALIA (CMMA)

# THE MERCHANT NAVY RSL SUB BRANCH.

* DEVELOP A STRATEGIC PLAN THAT DOCUMENTS POLICIES & PROCEDURES OF THE MNWMF’S
ACTIVITIES THAT CAN BE FOLLOWED AND FURTHER DEVELOPED BY THOSE WHO FOLLOW

* ENSURE THAT ALL DIRECTORS HAVE A GENUINE PASSION AND COMMITMENT
TO FULLY ACCEPT THE CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES TO ‘MAKE A
DIFFERENCE’ DURING THEIR APPOINTMENT

CONFIRMATION OF FUTURE COMMEMORATION DATES
National Merchant Navy Commemoration, Kings Park Canberra
*Sunday 22nd October 2017 *Sunday 21st October 2018 *Sunday 20th October 2019
Merchant Navy Memorial & Columbarium, Rookwood
Sunday 8th April 2018 * Sunday 14th April 2019
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